
 
 
 
 
 

What is the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program? 

• The International Baccalaureate® (IB) offers high quality Programs of international education to a 
worldwide community of schools. There are more than 753,000 IB students at 2,732 schools in 138 
countries. 

• The IB Diploma Program (DP) is an internationally recognized and respected rigorous course of study 
focused on international mindedness, concurrency of learning and community service. 

 

What is the Diploma Program (DP)? 

• The diagram pictured below represents the core of the IB Diploma Program philosophy.  The IB Program 
is a two year course of study which students complete during their junior and senior years. The IB 
curriculum emphasizes specific approaches to teaching and learning that foster international 
mindedness, critical thinking and writing across the curriculum. 

• IB students are required to take courses in each of the subject areas depicted below (English, World 
Language, Individuals and Societies (Social Sciences), Sciences, Mathematics/Computer Science and 
Arts/Elective).   

• At the core of the IB philosophy, and therefore, at the core of the diagram are Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK), the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action and Service (CAS). As IB emphasizes the 
interconnectedness of knowledge, all students in the program must take the TOK course, which studies 
the nature and origins of knowledge (epistemology) and the commonalities across all fields of study.   

• IB also emphasizes the importance of research and writing across the curriculum.  As such, all students 
are required to complete the Extended Essay, a 4000-word research paper in the field of their choice.  
Finally, IB emphasizes that education is not and should not be restricted to the classroom.  Truly well-
rounded and internationally minded students must also be involved in their larger communities.  The 
CAS requirement addresses this concern by requiring all IB students to participate in 150 hours of 
service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What are IB courses like? 
Within the IB curriculum, students choose three courses to study at the Standard Level (SL) and three 
courses to study at the Higher Level (HL).  While all IB courses are run at an advanced level, the two year 
HL courses focus on depth of understanding, while the SL courses expose students to a breadth of 
information.  All IB courses emphasize critical thinking, analysis, international perspectives and conceptual 
understanding.  IB focuses on the integration of knowledge across disciplines and incorporates writing and 
critical analysis in all areas. 
 
Who is eligible for the Program? 
Although IB courses do not start until the junior year, students are selected for admission during their 8th 
grade year. This allows students to complete all required prerequisites for their IB courses during the 9th 
and 10th grades. The program is open to any qualified incoming student in the Morris Hills Regional 
School District. 
  
What kind of student will excel in the IB Program? 
While IB is an advanced level curriculum, it is not a program geared toward only high achieving students.  
IB is designed for motivated, thoughtful students who are looking to challenge themselves academically.  
Students of all academic levels are encouraged to consider the program; especially those who like to ask 
critical questions and analyze the world around them. 
 
What can I do to prepare my student for the International Baccalaureate Program? 
Since all students are required to study a second language and mathematics at a high level, it is suggested 
(but not required) that students study algebra and a world language in 8th grade. 
 
 
 

What are the acceptance criteria? 
Acceptance is based on the following criteria: 

§ Completed application [Received by Friday December 1, 2017] 
§ Entrance Examination and Essay [Sat. Dec 2nd; Snow date Dec 9th] 
§ Letters of Recommendations [due with application] 
§ 7th and 8th grade academic records [due with applications] 
§ Interview [Mon Dec. 4th & Tue. Dec. 5th; Snow dates Dec 6th and 7th] 

 

 
 
 
Who can I contact for further questions and/or information? 
 
Mr. Scott Gambale 
International Baccalaureate Coordinator 
Email:  sgambale@mhrd.org  
School Telephone:  973-664-2250 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Additional Information and application material can be found on the MHRD website:   
http://www.mhrd.org  

 


